Regulations for the FIDE World Cup 2019

1. 1. The FIDE World Cup 2019 (hereinafter referred to as World Cup) is organized between September 9th and October 4th 2019.

At any time, any circumstance or unforeseen situation not covered in these regulations shall be referred to the FIDE President for
final decision.

I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.

Reigning World Champion.
Winner, runner-up and two (2) other semi-finalists of the FIDE World Cup 2017 four (4) players.
Reigning Women's World Champion.
World Junior Champions U-20 of 2017 & 2018 two (2) players.
Qualifiers from the Continental Championships and Zonals (see Annex 2) ninety-two (92) players:
Europe: 46
Americas: 20
Asia: 20
Africa: 6.
a) Continental Championships and Zonals 2018.
b) Continental Championships and Zonals 2019.

VI. Highest rated players from the average of the twelve (12) standard FIDE rating lists - eighteen (18) players, who have not
qualified by path from I to V.

A player who appears inactive at least once in the twelve standard FIDE rating lists from August 2018 to July 2019 is not
eligible.
VII. Highest placed player of the ACP Tour 2018, who have not qualified by path from I to VI.
VIII. Nominees of the FIDE President five (5) players.
IX. Nominees of the Organizer four (4) players.

a.
b.

player that withdraws after the pairings are announced is replaced.

Knock-out tournament, seven (7) rounds. The first six (6) rounds are played with two (2) games matches. The Final and the Match for
3rd place consist of four (4) games.
Round 1:
Round 2:
Round 3:
Round 4:
Round 5:
Round 6:
Round 7:

Final
Match for 3rd place

128 players
64 players
32 players
16 players
8 players
4 players
2 players
2 players

4. 2. 1. All players pay their own cost of travel, accommodation and meals for the duration of their stay.
4. 2. 2. The Organizer offers accommodation options. For security and administrative reasons, all participants are expected but not
obliged to stay in the officially designated hotel(s).

4. 5. 1. Pairings are announced not later than thirty (30) days before the beginning of World Cup.
4. 5. 2. For purposes of pairings the players are ranked according to the most recent FIDE Standard Rating List as per the moment
when pairings are announced. In case of equality of two or more players, the player with the bigger number of games played during
the period covered by the list is higher seeded. In case of equal number, the order is decided by draw of lots. The reigning World
Champion is seeded number one.
4. 5. 3. Pairings follow the principle of top half vs. lower half reversed (1-128, 2-127...). Thus, the highest ranked player of the top
half plays the lowest ranked player of the bottom half. The second ranked player of the top half plays the penultimate ranked player of
the bottom half. And so on.
4. 5. 4. For rounds 2 to 6, pairings follow the same procedure as in Article 4. 5. 3. If the lower ranked player wins any match, he
assumes automatically the position of his eliminated opponent.
4. 6. Drawing of colours
4. 6. 1. The draw of colours for Round 1 is made during the Opening Ceremony.
4. 6. 2. In Round 2 the winner of match 1 has in the first game the colour opposite to the colour that the top seeded player had in the
first game of Round 1. The higher seeded player in the first game of match 2 has the same colour that the highest seeded player had in
the first game of match 1 and thereafter with colours alternating through the list, with the clarification that if the lower ranked player
wins any match, he assumes automatically the position of his eliminated opponent in the next round.
4. 6. 3. For Rounds 3-6 and the final the procedure described in Article 4. 6. 2. is applied.
4. 6. 4. In the Match for 3rd place a higher rated player has the colour opposite to the colour he had in Round 6.

Round

Number of Players

Prize

Round 1

64

6,000

384,000

Round 2

32

10,000

320,000

Round 3

16

16,000

256,000

Round 4

8

25,000

200,000

Round 5

4

35,000

140,000

4th place

1

50,000

50,000

3 place

1

60,000

60,000

Runner-up

1

80,000

80,000

Winner

1

110,000

110,000

TOTAL

128

rd

Sum of Prizes per Round

1,600,000

Qualifying events for the FIDE World Cup
The Zonals and Continental Championships serve for qualifying events for World Cup. They are finished before July 1st 2019. The
Continents, in co-operation with GSC, decide on the format and the maximum number of participants per country including qualifiers
per country. No double rounds are allowed in Continental Championships. If the Continental Championship cannot be organized by
the Continents, then FIDE organizes the Championship using the prize fund allocated to the respective Continent, without necessarily
distributing prizes to the players.
1. Zonal Tournaments
1. 1. Zonals can be organized by the Continents according to their regulations that have to be approved by the FIDE Presidential
Board.
1. 2. Where a Continent decides to have zonal tournaments for qualification to World Cup, the number of zonal qualifiers shall be
restricted to the approved figure by zone; the extra qualification places for each Continent shall be given to the Continental
Championship to determine the remaining qualifiers to the World Cup.
1. 3. All the Zonal qualifiers, as well as the number of players eligible by country to participate in each zonal, can participate in their
Continental Championship with their full board expenses covered by the Organizer. The extra players by country as determined by
each Continent shall be responsible for their expenses. This applies only in those Continents that hold Zonals and Continental
Championships.
2. Continental Championships
2. 1. The Continents, through their respective Boards and in co-operation with FIDE, organize Continental Championships.
2. 2. FIDE shall guarantee a minimum total prize fund of USD 92,000 for the Continental Championships divided among the
Continents, as follows:
1. Americas
2. Asia-Oceania
3. Africa
4. Europe

32,000 USD
32,000 USD
28,000 USD
----

(minimum prize fund in total: 50,000 USD)
(minimum prize fund in total: 50,000 USD)
(minimum prize fund in total: 28,000 USD)
(minimum prize fund in total: 100,000 EUR)

Total:

92,000 USD (net of any FIDE deductions)

To qualify for the grant of the prize money contributed by FIDE for each Continental Championship, each Continent must show proof
of additional sponsorship money it has raised for the prize fund.
The Continent receives 20% from any additional prize fund at the Continental level.
Additional financial support can be granted to each Continent according to a separate agreement between FIDE and a respective
Continent.

